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helping them wlien they most need help, and
very often losing heavily by his 'transactions
with them.
It may, indeed, be said that up to a certain
point these conflicting opinions are both correct.
The Kunbi cultivators are generally simple-
minded and honest, but quite unable rightly to
appreciate the value of money. On the other
hand, the Marw&dis with whom they have to
deal are artful, unscrupulous, and grasping. It
therefore often follows that when once the Kunbi
has the misfortune to get into the S&vk&r's books,
he becomes hopelessly involved in debt, from
wliich perhaps not all his efforts can afterwards
extricate him. In this case he will have to pass
a bond for a higher sura than he actually re-
ceives ; will have to pay a usurious rate of in-
terest ; will have to sell the pi'oduce of his fields
to the S&vkar at a rate ten per cent, lower than
the market value, and must submit to be cheated
when getting the grain weighed. But? on the
other hand, it must be confessed that the Savkar
runs no small risk. He not unfrequently loses